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Course outline: 

This course attempts to explore how American society has kept changing over time, and how the federal 
government has helped initiate this change. This course also seeks to examine the relation between 
American society and American politics and how forces within American society try to influence politics 
to either facilitate or resist social change.    

The objective of this course is to enable students to develop a sound knowledge of American society by 
studying it in all its dimensions. Students are required to write a term paper on an assigned topic. In 
recognition of the fact that popular culture generally reflects and reiterates cultural norms of any given 
society, students are also asked to review films chosen by the course teacher. Students must defend both 
term papers and film reviews during an oral examination designed for the purpose. The End Semester 
examination is the only written examination for the course.  

 

 

 

 

 



Course Content 

Unit I: The “uniqueness” of American society 
a. A “nation” of religious minorities 
b. Rejection of feudalism   
c. A society of Believers 
d. Freedom of choice 
e. A federal system 

 
Unit II: Social stratification in America  

a. Social stratification and the capitalist order 
b. The middle class: Prosperity and vulnerability, class interests and aspirations 
c. American labor: Labor unions (local, state, and federal), relations with the Mob and 

distortion of the class struggle, immigrant labor 
d. Class, race, gender, and social mobility  

 
Unit III: Poverty and prosperity  

a. The land of opportunity and the American Dream 
b. The universality of success goals 
c. The American underclass: White, Black, Hispanic, and Native American 
d. Federal programs against poverty and discrimination: New Deal, Fair Deal, New 

Frontier, Great Society, War on Poverty 
 
Unit IV: Identity, ideology, and American democracy 

a. Americans and ideological identification: Mainstream (conservatives, liberals, 
moderates), fringe (libertarians, progressive democrats, socialists, Marxists, White 
supremacists, Islamists) 

b. Religion, race, ethnicity, gender, and electoral democracy 
c. Politics from below 
d. The influence, impact, and importance of political dynasties   

 
Unit V: Progress and social reform 

a. Progressive legislation: The making of modern America 
b. The Church and social reform: Select issues 
c. The U.S. Supreme Court, ideology, and social progress: Select judgments 
d. The politics of social reform 

 
Unit VI: Rival self‐images of American society 

a. A Christian or multi-religious America  
b. An English-speaking or bilingual/multilingual America  
c. A White or “colored” America  
d. A free market or a welfare state  
e. A Melting Pot or a Salad Bowl  
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